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Letter from our
Executive
Director

1 had to come up with one simple phrase to describe

the last two years, it would be transformative growth.

Canopy Child Advocacy Center has transformed itself from

an $835,000 agency in fiscal year 2022, to a $1.2 million
agency in the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2023, with greater
growth that has continued to come. Much of this growth is the
result two major grants from Cuyahoga County and the City of
Cleveland to build our capacity and expand to serve those children

experiencing severe physical abuse.

Our growth has been recognized by full accreditation from

the National Children’s Alliance. It has been championed by
Cleveland City Council President Blaine Griffin and his
colleagues. It attracted 330 individuals to attend our “One Place,
One Time” gala celebration—raising $114,500 to serve more

children. It has given us
“One simple phrase to the chance to dream

describe the last two years is about a bigger building
to meet growing needs

transformative growth and growing services!
Throughout this report to the community, you will see facts and
tigures that detail our growth and expansion. But we hope you’ll
be moved by the people—donors, Board members and staff—
who form the canopy for children telling the worst story of their
lives and helping them heal. You'll read Brynn’s powerful story
about what a place like Canopy, had it existed, would have done
for her and her family and forever increase understanding as

to why we exist every single day.

As we celebrate our five-year anniversary milestone on November 18,
we hope you will join us—fo advocate, to contribute, and to protect

the children at Canopy.

Jennifer L. Johnson, MSSA, LISW-S

Executive Director



What Is a CAC?
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Mission and Vision

Canopy’s mission is to serve
children and families affected by
child abuse through a multi-
disciplinary partnership focused
on safety, healing, and well-being.
We envision a community where
children are safe, families are
resilient, and those affected by
child abuse are empowered to heal

and thrive.

o understand what a Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) is,

it is important to understand what children face without one.

Without a CAC, the child may end up having to tell the worst
story of his or her life over and over again, to doctors, cops, lawyers,
therapists, investigators, judges, and others. They may have to talk
about that traumatic experience in a police station where they think
they might be in trouble, or may be asked the wrong questions by a
well-meaning teacher or other adult that could hurt the case against

the abuser.

When police or child protective services believe a child may be
experiencing abuse, the child is brought to the CAC—a safe,
child-focused environment—by a caregiver or other “safe” adult.
At the CAC, the child tells their story once to a trained interviewer
who knows the right questions to ask in a way that does not

retraumatize the child.

Then, a team that includes medical professionals, law enforcement,
mental health, prosecution, child protective services, victim
advocacy, and other professionals make decisions together about
how to help the child based on the interview. CACs offer therapy
and medical exams, plus courtroom preparation, victim advocacy,
case management, and other services. This is called the multi-
disciplinary team (MDT) response and is a core part of the work

we do at Canopy.

Our multidisciplinary team
conducts case reviews and meets
with Cuyahoga County families
from the beginning of their
engagement with Canopy to the
end of their journey towards
healing. This ensures that the
child has all the support from law
enforcement, medical, therapy,
children’s services, victim advocacy
and prosecution as they have to tell
the worst story of their lives.




* /. changed forever in the 10™ grade.
My hfe

I was—well, I still am, a perfectionist
and when I was in school, any grade less than an
A—was failing in my mind. So, imagine my shock
B r nn’ S St OI“ at receiving a B- on an English paper with the
y y only comment in bright red pen shouting out at
me: “Stop showing off.” I was hurt—no, more than
hurt—I was crushed—and confused, not entirely

sure what I had done wrong.

Wanting to prevent another B- for the next
assignment, despite misgivings about him, I asked
if I could meet with my teacher after school to go
over my rough draft and make any improvements
needed so I could get my coveted A. I went to the
classroom once school let out and while we did go
over my paper, it turned into something that
changed my life forever. I was sexually assaulted
at age 15 by my 10th grade English teacher.

That day, I walked home in a daze.

For a long time, I pretended that nothing had
changed. But the truth is I had changed: my funda-
mental sense of self and safety had been cruelly
stripped away by someone I was supposed to trust. I

began self-harming; still keeping everything a secret.

About a year after I graduated high school, reports

of an inappropriate student-teacher relationship at

my school surfaced. The teacher in question was my
teacher’s best friend. I had therapy that day and
something inside my broke. I was too ashamed to
say aloud what had happened, so I drew some
pictures and from there, my therapist figured it out.
I resisted my therapist’s urging to go to the police
because my teacher had threatened that he would



kill me and my family if I ever told anyone. I
developed an eating disorder as a way of numbing

myself and coping.

I was concerned for my youngest sister’s safety when
she started at my old school. My truth came out when
I was asking my former Latin teacher whether this
English teacher was still teaching. I didn’t realize at
the time that her legally required mandated reporting
still applied to me, even though I was no longer a
student. Next thing I knew, two detectives came to
my dorm at Cleveland State to hear my story. The

detectives did their best to reassure me that nothing

My journey is why I am so supportive of Canopy
Child Advocacy Center and their mission to
provide a space for a child to only have to tell their
story one time in one safe place. Canopy provides
this safe space for a team of professionals, law
enforcement, prosecutors, therapists and medical
examiners to serve the children referred there with

trauma-informed care.

I like that Canopy not only supports the child but
the family as well. If my parents had a space where
they could have been better informed about what I

was going through and what was normal to expect,

“It only takes one person to alter

your life, but it takes a village to heal.
Canopy provides that village...”

would happen to me or my family. Slowly I became
convinced that maybe it was time to finally tell people

who had the power to do something about it.

About a month after the police report, I entered
into my first of many stays in residential treatment
for my eating disorder. I spent that time preparing
myself for testifying in front of the grand jury, who
in the end believed me. It was really happening—

my secret was going to be told in court.

The trial was a different story. I felt I had to tell
every detail of that nightmare experience perfectly
every time to all the different people I spoke to just
to be believed. And because I was too fearful to have
a physical exam that would have shown proof of my
story, in the end, a jury decided that there was

insufficient evidence and my teacher walked free.

maybe they could have supported me better. If
they had been given resources to help not only me
but themselves as well, they might be further along
in their healing today.

It only takes one person to alter your life, but it
takes a village to heal. Canopy provides that village
in a place where children can finally reveal the
shameful secrets they have been carrying. Having
one centralized location would have made such a
difference for me and my family, so I am grateful
that there is a Canopy for providing One Place,

One Time care for Cleveland’s children.



Canopy by the Numbers GENDER

January 1, 2022-December 31, 2022 Male: 111
Female: 267
In 2022, of the 379 clients served, 328 children Nonbinary: 1
received forensic interviews on-site at Canopy;, AGE
which resulted in nearly 40% of those involved in 0-6: 143
law enforcement being accepted into prosecution. 7-12: 198
A . , 13-18: 34
Victim Advocacy was provided 3,967 times and 184+ 4
kids received therapy 953 times.
ETHNICITY
Each case was reviewed at least three times by the Non-Hispanic or Latino: 271
multidisciplinary team with 80% reviewed by an Hispanic or Latino Hispanic: 35
advanced medical consultant. Unidentified: 73
RACE
Unknown: 73
Black or African American: 185
White: 95
Multiple Races: 21
Asian: 3

Other Race: 1
Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islander:1

ALLEGATIONS

Problematic Sexualized Behavior: 46
Sexual Abuse: 214

Human Trafficking (Sexual): 23
Internet Crimes Against Children: 3
Neglect: 4

Sexual Assault: 11

Other: 1

Physical Abuse: 1




Financials

FY22 FY23 FY24
Actual Actual Budget
REVENUES
Foundation Grants $ 346,681 $ 480,339 $ 515,858
Government and Contracts 383,181 517,266 3,008,246
Corporations, Individuals, Events 20,648 25,147 175,000
Other Donations and Income 3,263 13,938 40,000
In-Kind Program Revenue 122,521 122,607
Total Revenues $ 876,294 $1,159,297 $3,739,104
EXPENSES
Direct Personnel $ 275282 $ 472,315 $1,522,894
Contractors/Professional Fees 192,687 365,497 1,701,168
Indirect Personnel 37,993 27,717 76,750
Legal/Audit/Technology Expense 44,372 24,706 85,450
Occupancy/Maintenance/Insurance 103,760 85,926 234,842
Program Supplies/Client Assistance 37,656 (390) 44,000
Depreciation 20,378 20,018 24,000
Fundraising Expenses 50,000
In-Kind Program Expense 122,521 122,607
Total Expenses 834,649 $1,118,396 $3,739,104
Net Income $ 41645 $ 40,901 $




Cleveland City Council Leadership Team: Kerry
McCormack, Ward 3; Council President Blaine
A. Griffin, Ward 6; Jasmin Santana, Ward 14

leveland City Council proudly supported

Canopy Child Advocacy Center with a $500,000
American Rescue Plan Act grant because our members
recognize the importance of your work in Cleveland.
Your support, intervention, and advocacy for child
abuse victims and their families creates safe spaces for
children to recover and thrive. Canopy truly makes a
difference in the lives of some of our community's
most vulnerable individuals. We are grateful for your

|II

role in making Cleveland a better place for al

Cleveland Division of Police | Cleveland
Municipal Prosecutor’s Office | Cuyahoga
County Prosecutor’s Office | Cuyahoga County
Sheriff's Office | Cuyahoga County Division of
Children and Family Services | Cleveland Rape
Crisis Center | FrontLine Service | Journey
Center for Safety and Healing | Bellefaire JCB |
Cleveland Clinic | University Hospital | The
MetroHealth System | Local Suburban Law

Enforcement Agencies

“One Place, One Time,

Sl COne Evening to Make

a Difference” Gala

n May 18, 2023, Canopy hosted

its first annual “One Place, One

Time, One Evening to Make a
Difterence” gala, which raised $114,500 to
support our growth to meet the increasing

needs of our community.

Canopy is grateful to Planning Committee
members Stacy Loizos, Maria Sakoutis
Melacrinos, Julie Tsirambidis, Diana Vianos,
Kelli Almiroudis, Lia Fresty, Ali Milli, Cate
Weber, Jennifer Driscoll, Athena Diamantis,
Tricia Coyne, Fevi Gountis, and to Title
Sponsor MetroHealth for helping make this

event a success.

The evening was an event to remember as
guests had great fun listening to a live band,
making connections, engaging in the live
auction and paddle raise, all while enjoying a
delicious meal and learning more about
Canopy’s mission. The speakers spoke passion-
ately about their experiences in Cuyahoga
County and why the child advocacy center
matters. All were impacted indefinitely and

look forward to this annual event in 2024!

= ONFE, PLACE.

At

ONE TIME

One Evening To Make a Difference

SAVE THE DATE—April 18,2024
at the Old Courthouse in Cleveland




We salute event chair,

Stacy Loizos, her committee,
and all who attended the
One Place, One Time,

One Evening to Make

a Difference Gala.




DONORS

Our donors help Canopy build a
lifeline to our clients. We are grateful
to all who supported Canapy from
July 1,2022 to June 30, 2023.

FOUNDATION AND
GOVERNMENT GRANTS*

Andrews Foundation
Bruening Foundation
Char and Chuck Fowler
Family Foundation
City of Cleveland (ARPA)
Community West Foundation
Cuyahoga County
Department of Justice,
Office of Crime Victims
Higley Fund
Mt. Sinai Foundation
National Children’s Alliance
Ohio, State of (ARPA, JAG)
Three Arches Foundation
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
Woodruff Foundation

INDIVIDUAL DONORS*

John Allerding

Kelli and Kostas Almiroudis
John and Lily Anitas
Natalie Ata

Paula Atwood

Quiana Atwood

Lia Augoustidis

Alex and John Avramidis
John Barcza

Mary Becka

Peggy Beckerman

Ellen Benedetti

Peter and Leslie Bergan
Susan Berger

Patti Blake

Gail Bodnar

Mike Bokmiller

John Boumis

Marlene Bouroghs

Jill Boynak

James Vanden Branden
Laura Brewster

Molly Brunner

Lindsay Buckingham
Marlene Stoiber Burroughs
Whitney Callahan

Rebecca Carte

Courtney Clarke

Barbara Colombi

Vince Constanzo

Mandy Copeland

Mary and Vincenzo Costanzo
Rosemary Creeden

Ralph and Maria Criswell
Diane Daiber and Gregory Cooley
Suzanne Dannemiller

Elise Day

Jackie Deagan

Frank and Wendy DeSantis
Laura and Scott Desmond
Athena Diamantis

Laura Dipaola

Kathy Dise

Jennifer Driscoll

Perides Drosos

Lauren Dudas

Lisa and Richard Durst
Ashley Ellis

Sophia Emmanuel

Charles and Donna Erml
Alejandra Estemalik

Lance Estergall

Jeanette and Christopher Fagan
Sharon First

Janet L Flory

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ford
Brynn Gorbach Foster

Ann and Lou Fragos
Evangelia Fresty

Matt Frombach

Joshua Gage

Brian Gannon

Jason and Cindy Genin
Stacie Gerrity

Mariam and Christian Giardini
Manuel Glyainas

Elizabeth and Matthew Golish
Dan Golish

Patty Golish

Dimitrios Gountis

Melissa Graves

Christopher Green
Lisa Griffin
Kathleen Hackett
Norman Hadad
Monte Hamaoui
Erin Hanna
Stephanie Harley
Megan Heffron

lan Heisey

Larry Henderhan
Anna Herouvis
Mary Herrick

Beth Hess

Jean and Nick Hillman
Julie Holmes
Maeve Hopkins
Julie Jaram

Paul and Kim Jenkins
Linda Johanek
Jennifer Johnson
Margie Jones
Michael Kahoe
Anthie Kapolis

Mr and Mrs. Patrick Keenan
Karen Kent

Ashley King

David King
Kristina King
Karen Kirk

Matt Kissling
Abbie Klein
Rebecca Kodysh
Jill Koenig
Jennifer Kons

Tom Kostakis
Angela Kostantaras
Carla Krebs

Neil Kress

Kira Krivosh
Concetta Kuluris
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kyriakodis
Christina Kyrkos
Gregory Landis
Linda Lange
Kristina Langley
Laura Lazzaro
Amelio Leanza
Elizabeth Libens
Tracy Lim



Jean Linkous

Adrienne Linnick

William and Margaret Lipscomb
Michael Lisk

Lauren Litton

Chrisanthy Loizos

Michael Loizos

Stacy Loizos

Sophia Loizos

Ted Loizos

Constance Loizos

Gail Long

Kelley Lott

Cristin Lukcso

James and Cynthia Mackey
Jessica Martin

Ashley Martinez

Maria Marzavas

Rose Marzavas

Patrick, Mabel and Mackinnon Massey
Despina Matheos
Jonathan McClellan
Kevin McClelland

Karen McHenry

Sally McHugh

Tiffani McManamon
Thomas McNamara
Melissa Meinke

Maria Melacrinos

Mike Meszaros

Maria Michalopoulos
Phillip Michalos

Heather Miksch

Benjamin Miladin

Nicole Miller

Gwen Miller

David Miller

Ali and lke Milli

Joanna and James Mocho
Lara Morris

Eric Morse

Kristi Mouncey

Michelle Myers

Becca Nagy

Michael and Susan Novak
Angelo Olowu

Kevin Palmer

Diane Palos

Ted and Thea Papas

Scott Pendergast
Carmen Petti
Commander Ali Pillow
Alice Pratt

Kay Pride

Kandace Pustulka
Kimberly Pustulka
James Quilty

Glen Ramdhan

Ashley Ramos
Llewelyn Rao

Hester Rathbone
Melissa Riley

Jim and Lori Rokakis
Diane Root

Matina Salamalekis
Denise Salerno

Sophia Santillo

Dennis Savas

Jerome Schartman

Mr. Jeffrey Schnatter
Leah Schraff

Jessica Seiler

Nick Semertsidis
Shirley Sharp

Trey Sheehan

Amy Shideler

Mr. and Mrs. Silverman
Sarah Slaght

Sharon and Chris Snyder
Kerry Sowul

Nicole and Lee Stacey
Ann Steinbrunner
Renee Stephanik
Charles and Maria Stoll
Kevin Tabor

Christie Tatman Stroh
Georgia and Jason Tervolas
Kelli and Chad Tibbits
Chris Tjotjos

Kevin Torigoe
Maureen and Christian Tracey
Karla Trammell

Anna Tzinis

Grace Vacca

Kenneth Vagase

Ana Velez

Constantine Vianos
Dino Vianos

Diana and John Vianos
Jill Walter

Denise Warren
Susan Weaver
Cate Weber
Tatiana Wells
Jacke Wiedemer
Lauren Woodbury
Dena Zaimes
Eileen Zatta

Mary Zoller
Colleen Zupan

ORGANIZATIONS AND
EVENT SPONSORS*

The 1 Love Org.

360 Logistics Group

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church
Anonymous

Avon Lions Club Inc.

Bin & Bath

The Centers

Cleveland Clinic, Forensic Nursing
Cuyahoga Community College
DBC America LLC

Dinerbar on Clifton

Eagle Wings Aviation

Fairview Eye Center

Falk Brothers

Fresty Creative

John G. Johnson Construction
Lora Blaha Interiors

Mars Bar LLC

MetroHealth

Meyers, Roman, Friedberg, & Lewis
Northcoast Construction Group
Our Lady of the Wayside

Revere Title

RPM International

St. Demetrios Philoptochos

Takis Greek Kitchen

Thompson Hine

United Healthcare

The Wasilko Group

Westside Gastroenterology, SGMG

*Bold=Canopy Champions
of $1,000 or more



Your donation
to Canopy can
help children and
families heal
from devastating

circumstances.

We invite you
to donate by
going online at
canopycac.org/get-
involved or by
sending a
contribution to

the address below.

Thank you.

CANOPY

Child Advocacy Center

P.O. Box 5386
Cleveland, OH 44101

Canopy Board of Directors

Paula Atwood

Student Advisor—Women in Transition
Cuyahoga Community College
Rosemary Creeden

Associate Director—Trauma Services
FrontLine Service

Diane Daiber
Forensic Nursing Specialist

International Association of Forensic Nurses

Jennifer Driscoll, Attorney
Senior Assistant

Ohio Attorney General
Janet Flory

Child Welfare Consultant
Shadowbox LLC

Matthew Golish

Principal

Golish Law, LLC

Lisa Dial-Bottoms
President
Bottom Line Consulting Group

William Lipscomb
Philanthropist
Independent Non-Profit Consultant

Captain Heather Miksch
Patrol—>5th District

City of Cleveland Department of
Public Safety, Division of Police

Susan Berger
Chief External Relations Officer
Positive Education Program

Kevin Tabor
Partner
Thompson Hine LLC

Canopy Staff

Jennifer Johnson, LISW-S
Executive Director

Crystal Allen, MA
Director of Family Services

Mike Bokmiller, LSW

Director of Community Partnerships
Dawn Yorko

Business Director

Mary Kate Varga

Program Assistant

Mariah Stambaugh, LSW
Therapist

Alexa Toth
Multidisciplinary Team Coordinator

Jasmine Carr
Family Advocate

Mary Benton
Human Trafficking Advocate
Denise Kropp
Data Evaluator

Aremetta Washington
Medical Records Clerk

Tim Benedict

Community Response Coordinator
Karla Trammell

Operations Manager

Other important
members of our team

Erin DePaulo

Victim Advocate,

Cleveland Rape Crisis Center
Devorah Shiffman

Therapist, Cleveland Rape Crisis Center
Jennifer Mancino

Therapist, Journey Center for

Safety and Healing

Megan Schuster

Victim Advocate, Journey Center for
Safety and Healing

Kelly Lott MSN, RN, SANE-A
Forensic/SANE, Cleveland Clinic
Joshua Friedman, MD

Advance Medical Consultant,
MetroHealth





