
2024 Report to the Community

Amplifying   
the voices  
of the most 
vulnerable



As I look back on fiscal year 2024 at Canopy Child Advocacy 
Center, I think of the more than 3,000 children who have 
courageously come to tell their story since we opened our doors in 
late 2018. I can recall memories of the first youth and families that 
we served, and I hold their stories close to my heart. We were 
privileged to amplify their voices then, and we are privileged to 
amplify the voices of others now. 

This amplification has happened in many more ways than just 
telling their story and receiving the care and support they deserve. 
We amplified their voices when: 

  n The full implementation of the Child Protection Team, an 
intentional partnership with Cuyahoga County to expand to 
serve severe physical abuse, saw more than 100 children served 
who previously would not have had access to the Center. 

  n The 2nd annual One Place One Time Gala attracted a sold-out 
crowd of 440 guests, raising $187,000 to serve more children. 

  n Canopy received the inaugural Early Childhood Team Innovation 
Award from Cuyahoga County Invest in Children, and proclama -
tions from both Cleveland City Council and Cuyahoga County 
Council recognizing April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

The amplification of the voices of the most vulnerable in our 
community will be evidenced throughout this annual report.  
We hope you will be inspired by the expansion of community 
support, partnerships, and funding as we work to continually reach 
even more children and families who need our canopy of care, 
support, and advocacy.  

 

Jennifer L. Johnson, MSSA, LISW-S 
Executive Director

From our EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 “ I  hold their 

stories  c lose to 

my heart.”



Canopy’s mission is to serve 
children and families affected by 
child abuse through a multi-
disciplinary partner ship focused 
on safety, healing, and well-
being. We envision a commu nity 
where children are safe, families 
are resilient, and those affected 
by child abuse are empowered to 
heal and thrive. 

Our multidisciplinary team 
conducts case reviews and meets 
with Cuyahoga County families 
from the beginning of their 
engagement with Canopy to the 
end of their journey towards 
healing. This ensures that the 
child has all the support from 
law enforcement, medical, 
therapy, child protective services, 
victim advocacy and prosecution 
as they have to tell the worst 
story of their lives. 

Mission  
and Vision 

 “Child Protection Teams (CPT) are a proven tool for helping 

communities address cases of child abuse and neglect. I am 

excited to see Cuyahoga County launch our own team at the 

Canopy Child Advocacy Center. This is difficult but crucial work: 

bringing together professionals from various child-serving, 

medical, and law enforcement systems to collaborate with one 

goal in mind—protecting vulnerable children who cannot 

protect themselves. I am confident that as the team continues  

to develop, it will be instrumental in helping us build a healthier, 

safer community for all our children.” 

— Jacqueline Fletcher,  

Director, Cuyahoga County Division 

of Children and Family Services 

Child Protection Teams 



The 2nd Annual One Place, One Time 2024 
Gala was held at The Old Court house in 
downtown Cleveland and was a resounding 

success. Tickets sold out within 48 hours of being 
released and the fundraiser was attended by 440 
guests. Community stakeholders, businesses, 
multidisciplinary partners, and friends of Canopy 
heard from Melanie Sachs Barton, a survivor of 

child abuse and professional speaker supporting the 
efforts of Child Advocacy Centers across the United 
States, Mandy Copeland, local advocate and 
survivor, David Merriman, Director of Health and 
Human Services for Cuyahoga County, and a video 
message from Mayor Justin Bibb of the City of 
Cleveland in support of Canopy. 

Canopy is grateful to Planning Committee 
members Stacy Loizos, Maria Melacrinos, Mandy 
Copeland and Lia Spithas and to Gold Sponsors 
RPM International Inc and Peter  
and Jen Kyriakodis for helping make this  
event a success. 

  “One Place, One Time, One Evening  
           to Make a Difference” 2024 Gala  



 Canopy was joyfully surprised and 

deeply grateful to receive the 

Early Childhood Team Innovation 

Award from Cuyahoga County Invest in 

Children. This inaugural award celebrates 

Canopy’s ongoing commitment to excel-

lence and service to the most vulnerable 

in our community.

Early Childhood Team 
Innovation Award

2024 In-Kind Donors 
Advanced Aesthetics | ASAP Fitness |  
Blair Ritchey | Buddie Fishing Charters | 
Double J’s Landscaping Inc. | Dry Bar Shops 

| Eastlook Blooms | Erie Island Coffee 

Company | Hawaiian Foot Spa | Inner Bliss 

Yoga Studio | Kathy Thomas | Laubacher 

Upholstery Inc | Lusita’s Paellas To Go | 
Marlen Jewelers | Marzavas & Son Jewelers | 
Matthew Perek Living | Oberlin Golf Club | 
Ohio Hockey Project | Precise Lawn Care | 
Rust Belt Riders | Sacred Hour Spas | Scratch 

Bakery | Sister Home Systems | Taste of 

Excellence | The Clevelander Bar and Grill | 
Window Genie of West Cleveland



Canopy experienced a 20% increase in the 
number of new children served over the previous 
fiscal year. Numbers continue to grow and we are 
reminded that each and every number reflected in 
the report below is a child with a name, a life and 
a future. Of the 426 children served, 294 received 
forensic interviews. Victim Advocacy, which can 
include providing information and referrals to 
beneficial resources and supporting victims as 
they engage with the criminal justice and social 
service systems, was provided 2,841 times and  
youth received therapy 640 times. 

GENDER 

Male: 144 
Female: 282 
 
AGE 

0–5: 156 
6–10: 169 
11–17: 99 
18+: 2  
 
RACE OR ETHNICITY 

Black or African American: 190 
Unknown: 132 
White: 60 
Hispanic or Latino Hispanic: 31 
Multiple Races: 11 
Other Race: 2 
 

ALLEGATIONS 
Sexual Abuse: 244 
Canopy is fully accredited through the National Children’s 

Alliance. In 2023, nearly two-thirds of all cases handled in 

Child Advocacy Centers involved child sexual abuse.   
Problematic Sexualized Behavior: 38 
Problematic sexual behavior (PSB) is behavior that is 

outside of what is considered developmentally 

appropriate among children ages 17 and under. Youth 

with PSB develop the behaviors for a variety of reasons, 

but it has been found that less than 3% of youth with 

problematic sexual behaviors who receive intervention 

and treatment reoffend.  
Human Trafficking (Sexual): 16 
Children may become victims of human traffickers. 

According to the National Child Traumatic Stress 

Network, sex trafficking occurs among all 

socioeconomic classes, races, ethnicities, and gender 

identities in urban, suburban, rural communities, and on 

land-based nations and other tribal communities across 

the U.S. Canopy partners with Northeast Ohio Human 

Trafficking Task Force, other local law enforcement,  

and child serving organizations to serve these youth.   
Internet Crimes Against Children: 3 
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) is a nationwide 

network of 61 coordinated task forces developed to 

respond effectively to technology-facilitated child 

sexual exploitation and internet crimes against children.   
Physical Abuse and Neglect: 122 
In early 2023, Canopy partnered with Cuyahoga County 

to create the Child Protection Team and expand 

services to severe physical abuse. This expansion has 

allowed us to go from serving one child in 2022, to 

serving 121 children in fiscal year 2024.  
Other: 3 

Canopy by the Numbers 
July 1, 2023–June 30, 2024

1. National Statistics on Child abuse. National Children’s Alliance. (2024, October 10). https://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/media-room/national-
statistics-on-child-abuse/  

2. Caldwell, M. F. (2016). Quantifying the decline in juvenile sexual recidivism rates. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 22(4), 414. 

3. Nctsnadmin. (2023, February 6). About child sex trafficking. The National Child Traumatic Stress Network. https://www.nctsn.org/what-child-trauma 
/traumatypes/sex-trafficking/about-child-sex-trafficking  



Financials FY23 FY24  
ACTUAL ACTUAL 

 

REVENUES  

Foundation Grants $ 480,339 $ 318,378 
Government and Contracts 517,266 1,429,894 
Corporations, Individuals, Events 25,147 204,456 
Other Donations and Income 13,938 5,109 
In-Kind Program Revenue 122,607 122,886  

Total Revenues $ 1,159,297 $ 2,080,723 
 
EXPENSES 

Direct Personnel $ 472,315 $ 1,025,799 
Contractors/Professional Fees 365,497 444,354 
Indirect Personnel 27,717 89,136 
Legal/Audit/Technology Expense 24,706 181,193 
Occupancy/Maintenance/Insurance 85,926 72,030 
Program Supplies/Client Assistance  (390) 45,750 
Depreciation 20,018 3,326 
Fundraising Expenses 57,720 
In-Kind Program Expense 122,607 122,886  

Total Expenses $ 1,118,396 $ 2,042,194 

Net Income $ 40,901 $ 38,529  



DONORS

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

Maggie Ahern 
Crystal Allen 
Noel Allender 
Kelli Almiroudis 
Lisa Alongi 
JJ and Lisa Anderson 
Quiana Atwood 
Paula Atwood 
Lia Augoustidis 
Cynthia Bacon 
Josh Bagshaw 
Stephanie Bagshaw 
Kacie Baon 
Maggie Barr 
Mary Becka 
Matt Beckwith 
Kelly Beiswenger 
Chris Beiswenger 
Timothy Benedict 
Anthony Benjamin 
Mary Benton 
Leslie Bergan 
Susan Berger 
Karl Beus 
Aamir Bharmal  
Garrett Blaha 
Mike Bokmiller 
Maggie Bokmiller 
Frank Bonfiglio 
Luke Brackman 
Debora Brewer 
Laura Brewster 
Mara Broderick 
Reginald Campbell 
Dana Carney 
Jasmine Carr 
Michael Caruso 
John Caruso 
Kari Caruso 
Barbara Colombi 
Cat Cook 
Gregory Cooley 
Don Copeland 

Mandy Copeland 
Bryan Costin 
Kelci Cotter 
Mary Anne Couglin 
Kimberly Crane 
Rosemary Creeden 
Nicolette Cregan 
Neeko Crider 
Diane Daiber 
Diane Dalton 
Matt Davis 
Frank and Wendy DeSantis 
Laura and Scott Desmond 
Lisa Dial-Bottoms 
Erica Dieleman 
Kathy Dise 
Terry Doyle 
Jennifer Driscoll 
Lauren Dudas 
Rich and Lisa Durst 
Erinne Dyer 
Rachael Ekey 
Alex Evanko 
Kristin Ferguson 
Julia Finley Mosca 
Janet Flory 
Shannon Fraser 
Lia and Paul Fresty 
Jason and Cindy Genin 
Ashley George 
Jennifer Gettens 
Dan Geuther 
Barry Gluntz 
Matt and Elizabeth Golish 
Dan Golish 
Anne Goodman 
Brynn Gorbach Foster 
Georgia Gorski 
Jessica Gourley 
Caroline Grabenbauer 
John and Lizzie Granzier 
Arthur Hall 
Erin Hanna 
Courtney Hanzal 
Mary Herrick 
Ashley Herther 
Elsie Holmes-Day 
Matt Howard 
Carol Hurst 
Erik Janas 

Kellie Jeffers 
Linda Johanek 
Jennifer Johnson 
Shelby Kaemmerer 
Robert Kasnekaw 
Patrick and Heidi Keenan 
Brian Kelly 
Alexis Kim 
Kristina King 
Tana and Brian King 
Tim Kinser 
Jonathan and Abbie Klein 
Nichelle Knox 
Shanna Kovi 
Kenneth and Marijane Kubach 
Mallory Kulesza 
Peter and Jen Kyriakodis 
Sophia Kyriakodis 
Victoria Kyriakopoulos 
Mary Lakarosky 
Katherine Lehtinen 
Adrienne Linnick 
Bill Lipscomb 
Michael Lisk 
Dominic Litten 
Jimmy Liwosz 
Stacy and Theodore Loizos 
Gail Long 
Rita Lovelace 
Kaitlyn Luchansky 
Adam Lukas 
Cristin Lukcso 
Caitlin Magner 
Melissa Makii 
Maggie Male 
Egidijus Marcinkevicius 
David Margolius 
Abby Marshall 
Maria Marzavas 
Patrick Massey 
Melissa Mayer 
Christina McClellan 
Lolita McDavid 
Ally McDermott 
Shannon McDonnell 
Kurt McGovern 
Randell McShepard 
Maria Melacrinos 
Heather Miksch 
Ben Miladin 

Our donors help Canopy build a  
lifeline to our clients. We are grateful  
to all who supported Canopy from 
July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024.  



Joel and Gwen Miller 
Gwen Miller 
Ali Milli 
Lindsay Moran 
Laura Moseley 
Christina Mueller 
Katherine Mullin 
Danielle Munk 
Tony Nasrallah 
Barbara O’ Patry 
Chad O’Shea 
Penny Oates 
Christine Oatey 
Amy Oatey 
Dennis OBrien 
Angelita Olowu 
John Owen 
Elizabeth Pal 
Colleen Pallett 
Katie and Kevin Palmer Runcis 
Tony Palmeri 
Diane Palos 
Shannon Polk 
Rick and Katherine Porter 
Iyana Porter 
Alice Pratt 
Fred and Karen Pratt 
Kay Pride 
Dave Pycraft 
James Quilty 
Leslie Quilty 
Devon Racz 
Jen Reiker 
Emily Richmond 
Melissa Riley 
Brad Roberts 
Shelby Roberts  
Mary Schaale 
Jeff Schnatter 
Megan Schuster 
Andrew and Ann Seger 
Despina Semertsidis 
Niko Semertsidis 
Kayci Shelley 
Robert H. and Jane Silverman 
Laura Smith 
Hannah Smith 
Sharon Snyder 
Ashley Sova 
Kerry Sowul 

Kate Spies 
Abbey Spiro 
Kris Spreen 
David and Kristen St. Pierre 
Nicole Stacey 
Mariah Stambaugh 
Marlene Stoiber Burroughs 
Danielle Stuhr 
Barb and Frank Sullivan 
Sully Sullivan 
Michael Sullivan 
Suzanne Sylvester 
Nicholas Szekely 
Les Szekely 
Kevin Tabor 
Chaw Pyai Thar 
Jeremy Thompson  
Kevin Torigoe 
Alexa Toth 
Christian Tracey 
Karla Trammel 
Julie Tsirambidis 
Marni Turell 
Jill Uhl 
Grace Vacca 
Ryan Vajda 
Mary Kate Varga 
Samantha Velasco 
Stefano Vento 
John and Diana Vianos 
Dino Vianos 
Jean Vovos 
Aremetta Washington 
Gregg Wasilko 
Michael and Cate Weber 
William Whitmore 
Mark and Alison Wodoslawsky 
Adam Yankel 
Dawn Yorko 
Dena Zaimes 
Joe Zupan 
 
FOUNDATION AND  
GOVERNMENT GRANTS 

Andrews Foundation 
Bruening Foundation 
City of Cleveland 
Cleveland Browns 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Community West Foundation 

Cuyahoga County 
Dominion Energy Charitable  

Foundation 
Falk Brothers  
Mt. Sinai Foundation 
National Children’s Alliance 
Office for Victims of Crime 
Ohio Network of Children’s  

Advocacy Centers 
Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services 
The Char and Chuck Fowler  

Family Foundation 
The Freeman Foundation 
The George Gund Foundation 
The MetroHealth System 
The Miller Family Foundation 
Three Arches Foundation 
 
COMPANIES AND  
ORGANIZATIONS 

360 Logistics Group 
Adaptive Financial 
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP 
Caruso’s Coffee, Inc. 
Cleveland Cavaliers 
Cleveland Specialty Products 
ECHO Health 
Emmanuel Insurance 
Fairview Eye Center 
Ground Works Land Design 
Integrated Retirement Plan Solutions 
John G. Johnson Construction 
Lora Blaha Interiors 
Market 
NoRedInk Corp 
One Digital 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers 
Retina Associates of Cleveland 
Revere Title Agency 
Rocky River Wine Bar 
RPM International Inc. 
St. Angela Merici School 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister 
The Albert Law Firm 
The Centers 
The Clevelander 
The Markey Group 
The Wasilko Group 
Thompson Hine LLP 
UnitedHealthcare



ur roles as the Chairs of Pediatrics for 
Cleveland’s major hospital systems are to 
ensure that every child receives our very best 

no matter where they seek care. For difficult cases, 
working together with Canopy Child Advocacy 
Center, we are able to share information as well as 
provide a more coordinated approach to 
identifying and treating physical and sexual child 
abuse. Using a universal health record and 
Canopy’s medical suite allows us to better gauge 
patterns of sexual and/or physical abuse.  
The collaborative efforts between our health 
systems and Canopy helps all of us improve our 
efforts to keep children safe from harm and allow 
them to heal, supporting trauma informed care 
approaches that enhance psychological safety. 

—Rita Pappas, MD,  
—Chief of Cleveland Clinic Children’s Institute 

—Aparna Roy, MD, MPH, MBA 
—Chair of Pediatrics, MetroHealth 

—Marlene R. Miller, MS, MSc,  
—Pediatrician-in-Chief, University Hospitals  
—and Chair, Department of Pediatrics,  
—Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital 

O

To raise awareness, in 
April Canopy collaborated 
with University Hospitals, 
Cleveland Clinic, and 
MetroHealth to plant blue 
pinwheel gardens: the  
symbol of Child Abuse  
Prevention Month.



Canopy Staff  

Jennifer Johnson, LISW-S 
Executive Director 

Crystal F. Allen, MA, CA 
Director of Family Services 

Michael Bokmiller, LSW 
Director of Community  
Partnerships 

Laura Moseley 
Director of Philanthropy 

Dawn Yorko, MA 
Business Director 

Zakeia Curry 
Executive Program Assistant 

Mariah Stambaugh, LSW 
Therapist 

Kyra Ellington 
Multidisciplinary Team  
Coordinator 

Chaw Pyai Thar 
Forensic Interviewer 

Torria Briggs 
Family Advocate 

Jasmine Carr, CA 
Family Advocate 

James Liwosz, CA 
Family Advocate 

Nicolina Nolletti 
Family Advocate 

Mary Kate Varga, CA 
Family Advocate 

Aremetta Washington 
Medical Records Coordinator 

Samantha Velasco 
Business Support Specialist 

Denise Kropp 
Data Evaluator 

Tim Benedict 
PRN CRT Coordinator 

Karla Trammel 
PRN Operations Manager 

Other Important  
Members of Our Team  

Bobby Dixon, MSW, LSW 
Trauma Therapist 
Journey Center for Safety  
and Healing 

Kelley Lott MSN, RN, SANE-A 
Forensic/SANE, Cleveland Clinic 
MetroHealth 

Jaclyn Lynch, APRN CNP 
Family Nurse Practitioner,  
Cleveland Clinic 

Jennifer Mancino 
Therapist, Journey Center  
for Safety and Healing 

Olivia Snyder 
Victim Advocate, 
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center 

Raquel Vega, MA, LPC, LPMT, NCC 
CAC Trauma Therapist 
Journey Center for Safety and 
Healing 

 



Your donation  

to Canopy can  

help children and  

families heal  

from devastating  

circumstances.  
 

We invite you  

to donate by  

going online at  

canopycac.org/get

-involved or by  

sending a  

contribution to  

the address below.  
 

Thank you.

P.O. Box 5386 

Cleveland, OH 44101

Paula Atwood 
Student Advisor,  
Women in Transition 
Cuyahoga Community College 

Susan Berger 
Chief External Relations Officer 
Positive Education Program 

Debora Brewer 
Cuyahoga County  
Prosecutor’s Office 
Supervisor, Major Trials Unit 

Erskine Cade 
Partner  
Strategic Government Initiatives 

Joseph Chubb 
Founder and President 
Comtec Information Systems 

Rosemary Creeden 
Associate Director of  
Trauma Services 
Frontline Service 

Diane Daiber 
Forensic Nursing Specialist 

Lisa Dial-Bottoms 
President 
Bottom Line Consulting Group 

Jennifer Driscoll, Secretary 
Attorney 
Senior Assistant,  
Ohio Attorney General 

Janet Flory, Vice President 
Child Welfare Consultant  

Matthew Golish, Treasurer 
Principal 
Golish Law, LLC 

William Lipscomb, President 
Philanthropist/Independent  
Non-Profit Consultant 

Stacy Loizos 
Realtor, Howard Hanna 

Captain Heather Miksch 
Patrol-5th District 
City of Cleveland 
Department of Public Safety 
Division of Police 

Kevin Tabor   
Partner 
Thompson Hine, LLP

Canopy Board of Directors

2024 VALUED PARTNERS 
Cleveland Division of Police | Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s 

Office | Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Office | Cuyahoga County 

Division of Children and Family Services | Cleveland Rape Crisis 

Center | FrontLine Service | Journey Center for Safety and 

Healing | Bellefaire JCB | Cleveland Clinic Foundation |  
University Hospitals | The MetroHealth System | Local Suburban 

Law Enforcement Agencies


